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The appointment by the Connecticut Assembly in 
January, 1789 of a special committee to investigate the oper¬ 
ation of the Connecticut mint and the report of that committee 

C\ .3-jaJL . 

in April.^’ 1 789 h as raised many doubts among^numismatists as 

, Li i irfff g trrdi- Pcmrttrfl ru t n m i pa wor n i n i p r np n i 1 rni nr ,i by the 

fr^-chi.se ■ holders or other-s. The following pjtateb e ius 't rc cu a ^t 


Ejp tfc H rt a* ™ hold e r s 
C^sjswtU- -WjAJP^njL- Juts*-C 
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S» What prompted the Assembly to order a thorough 
investigation of the entire coining operation by James Wadsworth 
and Daniel Holbrook \fhe^th^e}md been five other^. state- 
appointed inspector^checking the coinage from the commence¬ 
ment of the mint operations? 

t$. Why did the report state that the company "carryed 
on the Coinage of Coppers until about the 1st day of June 1787 
since which Time they have ceased to Carry on sd Business”, 
when 1787 was the^greatest production and coppers dated 1788 
were commonly in circulation when the report was made? 

Q. Why did the Assembly, in addition to asking for a 
recheck of weights and amounts of coinage, wish to have included 
in the report "the transactions of those persons who have been 
concerned in the Manufacture of Coppers”? 

U. What coins did the report refer to when it stated 
that Major Eli Leavenworth had copper blanks made at the New 

Haven mint in the fall of the previous year (1788) and "had 

C v T A' / 

them Nsrtampe d in New $ork with Various impressions (uasy-^ - 

$*J p' j * 




Were the coiners trying to avoid the payment to 
e 4»tate of 5% of some of their productionf-V cc^rv^r^ 


of Connect! ccrt 

-_o.vapj^adux-i-ion- -of- the -Co-n-Fte-ctiGut mint? 
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When the Connecticut Assembly on October 20, 1785 

authorized the coinage of coppers the law provided that at 

six months intervals the franchise holders were to pay to 

the State Treasurer one-twentieth of the coppers minted. A 

committeexxxx^KKixxg of inspectors were named in the Act to 

inspect all coinage before it was put in circulation. No 

information as to either the deliveries of coppers to the 

State or the action of the committee during the period of 

the operation of the mint has heretofore been located. -T±cexb 
4 fvJJL *,1121 ' 

the^report of the special investigative committee 

appointed by the Assembly in January, 1789 after regular mint 

operations had terminated, an d tha - t- - r e p o rt -e^fre-d---th-art--4ke- -mi-n-t 

ps^*€bd~«4Mt-s-ad.aaLJun^.X, 1787-. 




dated May 9, 1787 has recently^d- re^refen-g as follows: 

"We the Subscribers being appointed by the honorable 
General Assembly a Committee to inspect the Coppers 
made by Samuel Bishop and others, of the Copper 
Mint Company at Newhaven do hereby Qertify that we 
have inspected Ten thousand five hundred and twelve 
pounds & 3/U of a pound weight of Coppers and approved 
thereoff for Circulation. 


New Haven May 9th 
1787 


David Austin 


Ebenezer Chittenden ) Committee 

) 

Isaac Beers ) 
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When the Connecticut Assembly on October 20, 1785 
authorized the coinage of coppers the law provided that at 
six months intervals the franchise holders were to pay to 
the State Treasurer one-twentieth of the coppers minted. A 
comraitteexxxxpKBdcixs of inspectors were named in the Act to 
inspect all coinage before it was put in circulation. No 
information as to either the deliveries of coppers to the 
State or the action of the committee during the period of 
the operation of the mint has heretofore been located. There 
was known only the report of the special investigative committee 
appointed by the Assembly in January, 1789 after regular mint 
operations had terminated and that report stated that the mint 
operations had ceased on June 1, 1787. 

By good fortune a report of the Committee of Inspectors 
dated May 9* 1787 has recently been located reading as follows* 

B We the Subscribers being appointed by the honorable 
General Assembly a Committee to inspect the Coppers 
made by Samuel Bishop and others, of the Copper 
Mint Company at Newhaven do hereby dertify that we 
have inspected Ten thousand five hundred and twelve 
pounds & 3/U of a pound weight of Coppers and approved 
thereoff for Circulation. 

New Haven May 9th David Austin ) 

17®7 Ebenezer Chittenden ) Committee 

) 

Isaac Bears ) 
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This report was enclosed in the following letter: 


9 May 1787 New Haven 


Honorable James Wadsworth 


Hartford 
Respected Sir: 

I have forwarded a certificate of the 
Coppers inspected since our last return it will be 
delivered by Mr.Beers who is at Hartford — within 
the course of a week or ten days we expect to forward 
the Coppers to the Treasurer - 

I am respected Sir, with esteem 
your humble Servant 
John Goodrich 

The letter was endorsed for filing ’’Return of the 


Coinage of Coppers from May 1786 to May 1787.” It was clear 
from this letter that interim reports were submitted to the 
State Treasurer and that there was a prior report. 



reports remain there OAjl. carefully documented eaa±:r±ss of the 
payments to the State of its $% portion of the coppers minted. 


T ~d yt a o - disclosed the following detail: 


Connecticut Treasurer's Day Book 
October U, 1786 

By 112 lb. Coppers received of Samuel Bishop, Esqr. 

and others of the Copper Mint Company as per my Rec't. dated 


June 1st, 1786 


fill - 18 - 8 
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This report was enclosed in the following letter: 
Honorable James Wadsworth 9 Hay 178? New Haven 

Hartford 
Respected Sir: 

I have forwarded a certificate of the 
Coppers inspected since our last return it will be 
delivered by Mr.Beers who is at Hartford - within 
the course of a week or ten days we expect to forward 
the Coppers to the Treasurer - 

I an respected Sir, with esteem 
your humble Servant 
John Goodrich 

The letter was endorsed for filing "Return of the 
Coinage of Coppers from May 1786 to May 1787.” It was clear 
from this letter that interim reports were submitted to the 
State Treasurer and that there wa3 a prior report. 

Through the diligent cooperation of Miss Doris E.Cook, 
Archivist of the Connecticut State Library, a search was made 
through the Treasurer’s records and although no other interim 
reports remain there carefully documented entries of the 

payments to the State of its portion of the coppers minted 
^ disclosed the following detail: 

Connecticut Treasurer's Day Book 
October U, 1786 

By 112 lb. Coppers received of Samuel Bishop, Esqr. 

and others of the Copper Mint Company as per my Rec’t. dated 

June 1st, 1786 - 18 - 8 
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May 18, 1787 

By Coppers r-ceived of James Jarvis per Jeremiah Platt £16-0-11 
By Ditto received of Ditto 12-10-0 

By Ditto received of James Hillhouse Esqr. 6 - 8 -Uf 

By Ditto received of Abel Buel per Jeremiah Platt 6 - 8 -H 2 

flil-7-8 

All the above received of the Copper Mint Company for the use 
of this State on Acct of the 5> per Ct. Duties, as per Rec’ts 
dated this Day. 


November 7, 1787 

By 3 Keggs, coined Coppers, received from Jeremiah Platt Esqr. 
per Stephen Ford, (said to contain £1*0 lb.) on Acct of the 
£ per Ct.Duty, due the State from the Copper Mint, at New 
Haven, per Receiptthis Day. 


May 31, 1788 

By one Kegg, Coined Coppers received of Jeremiah Platt Esqr. 
said to contain 273 3/U lb. being the 5 per Ct.duty on 
5U75 lb. Coined at the Copper Mint in New Haven, as per 
Receipt this Day. 


Connecticut Treasurer’s Waste Book 
February 6 , 1789 

Cash received of James Hillhouse Esqr. being the Value by 
Estimation of One Hundred & fifty wt. of Coppers on Acct of 
the 5 per Ct.payable from the Copper Mint Company agreeable to 
Act of Assembly £ 13-13-U 
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Hay 18, 1787 

By Coppers received of James Jarvis per Jeremiah Platt fl6-0-ll 
By Ditto received of Ditto 12-10-0 

By Ditto received of James Hillhouse Esqr. 6-8-li^ 

By Ditto received of Abel Buel per Jeremiah Platt 6-8-U^r 

ifcl-7-8 

All the above received of the Copper Mint Company for the use 
of this State on Acct of the S per Ct. Duties, as per Rec'ts 
dated this Day. 


November 7, 1787 

By 3 Keggs, coined Coppers, received from Jeremiah Platt Esqr. 
per Stephen Ford, (said to contain 5>U0 lb.) on Acct of the 
$ per Ct.Duty, due the State from the Copper Mint, at New 
Haven, per Receiptthis Day. 


May 31, }788 

By one Kegg, Coined Coppers received of Jeremiah Platt Esqr. 
said to contAin 273 3/h lb. being the £ per Ct.duty on 
5U75 lb. Coined at the Copper Hint in New Haven, as per 
Receipt this Day. 


Connecticut Treasurer's Waste Book 
February 6, 1789 

Cash received of James Hillhouse Esqr. being the Value by 
Estimation of One Hundred & fifty wt. of Coppers on Acot of 
the 5 per Ct.payable from the Copper Mint Company agreeable to 
Act of Assembly i 13-13-U 
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To evaluate the significance of the above records and to 
coordinate them with the well known but controversial April 9, 
1789 report the following table has been prepared. Figures 
without asterisks have been dedweted deduced by calculation^ 
using the^frtandards •pf—4^ tx e Act /A-V.ysj .1 b lj> r that U8 coppers 


weigh^one pound and that 18 coppers sssia circulatet(for one 
shilling in Connecticut money. 

DATE STATE'S 5% SHARE OF TOTAL COINAGE TOTAL PRODUCTION 



Weight of 
Coppers 
lbs. oz. 

Number 
Coppe rs 

Credits 

ConnjelMi 

£ sh. 

in 

Numbe r 
of 

Coppers 

Percent 

of 

Total 

6/1/86 

*112 

0 

5,376 

*1U 

8 

8 

107,520 

7.7 

5/18/87 

120 

93 

U8 

U8 

5 

12 

2 

2 


*16 
*12 
* 6 
* 6 

0 

10 

8 

8 

11 

0 

hi 

hi 




310 

5 

lU,895 

*Ul 

7 

8 

297,900 

21.U 

11/7/87 

*5Uo 

0 

25,.920 

72 

0 

0 

518,Uoo 

37.3 

5/31/88 *273 

12 

13,lU0 

36 

10 

0 

262,800 

18.9 

2/6/89 

*150 

0 

7,200 

*13 

13 

U 

1UU.000 

10.U 


Total of 
Treasury 

entries 1386 1 66,531 178 9 8 1,330.620 95.7 


Due 

under 

U/7/89 

report * 61 2 


2,93U *830 58,680 U.3 


/I 4, 1 - 

J-d' 

& r r n r -s 

Discount 

on 

2 / 6/89 

payment __ 6 6 


U/7/89 

report *lUU7 


3 


69,U65 *192 19 2 1,389,312 100.0 
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To evaluate the significance of the above records and to 
coordinate them with the well known but controversial April 9, 
1789 report the following table has been prepared. Figures 
without asterisks have been dedueted deduced by calculation 
using the standards of theoi^s-ae rebly that U8 coppers 
weigh ?, one pound and that 18 coppers sjra.l:l circulate^ for one 
shilling in Connecticut money. 


DATE STATE’S $% SHARE OF TOTAL COINAGE TOTAL PRODUCTION 



Weight 
Coppers 
lb s, 

of 

in 

oz. 

Number of 
Coppers 

Credits in 
Connecticut 
f sh. • d 

Number 

of 

Coppers 

Percen 

of 

Total 

6/1/86 

*112 

0 

5,376 

*11* 

8 

8 

107,520 

7.7 

5/18/87 

120 

93 

U8 

1*8 

5 

12 

2 

2 


*16 
*12 
* 6 

•> 6 

0 

10 

8 

8 

11 

0 

ul 




310 

5 

1U,895 

*1*1 

7 

8 

297,900 

21.1* 

11/7/87 

*5U0 

0 

25,920 

72 

0 

0 

518,1*00 

37.3 

5/31/88 

*273 

12 

13,lk0 

36 

10 

0 

262,800 

18.9 

2/6/89 

*150 

0 

7.200 

*13 

13 

1* 

1UU.000 

10.1* 


Total of 
Treasury 

entries 1386 1 66,531 178 9 8 1,330.620 95.7 


Due 

under 

U/7/69 

report * 61 2 


2,93k *830 58,680 U.3 


Fraction¬ 

al 

errors «2 12 

Discount 

on 

2/6/89 

payment _ _ 6 6 6 


U/7/69 

report *1UU7 3 


69,k65 *192 19 2 1,389,312 100.0 
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Most of the payments to the Treasurer were not made 
currently with the reports of the inspectors even though the 
law required reports and payments each six months. The report 
of May 9, 1787 shows that the State Treasurer would receive 
within 10 days $2% lbs. 10 oz. of coppers which were worth 
£70-1-8-1 12/20 in money but actually only 310 lbs. 5 ounces 
of coppers or flil-7-8 was paid at that time. The payments 
were therefore somewhat in arrears even though payments were 
regularly made at six months intervals during operations. 

The fact that the May 9, 1787 inspection report covers one 
year of operations and that there was no payment during that 
period indicates (1) that the June 1, 1786 payment covered 
the full production to that date and (2) that there was in¬ 
significant, if any, production between June 1, 1786 and 
November 1, 1786. The later is confirmed by the April 9 , 1789 
report which stated that the mint operated in 1786 only "until 
Some Time in the Summer following When want of Stock Obliged 
them to Desist” and for eight weeks beginning September 10, 
1786 the mint machinery was under repair by temporary lessees. 
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Most of the payments to the Treasurer were not made 
currently with the reports of the inspectors even though the 
law required reports and payments each six months. The report 
of May 9, 1787 shows that the State Treasurer would receive 
within 10 days 525 lbs. 10 oz. of coppers which were worth 
£70-1-8-1 12/20 in money but actually only 310 lbs. 5 ounces 
of coppers or fUl-7-8 was paid at that time. The payments 
were therefore somewhat in arrears even though payments were 
regularly made at six months intervals during operations. 

The fact that the May 9, 1787 inspection report covers one 
year of operations and that there was no payment during that 
period indicates (1) that the June 1, 1786 payment covered 
the full production to that date and (2) that there was in¬ 
significant, if any, production between June 1, 1786 and 
November 1, 1786. The later is confirmed by the April 9, 1789 
report which stated that the mint operated in 1786 only "until 
Some Time in the Summer following When want of Stock Obliged 
them to Desist" and for eight weeks beginning September 10, 
1786 the mint machinery was under repair by temporary leasees. 
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Nov.12 Feb. 
1785 1786 




Marjff. Ap rjB. Nov. 17 Jan. 

1786 1786 1786 1787 



Samuel Bishop 

iA 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

_ 

Joseph Hopkins 

i/U 

1/8 

1/8 

1/16 

1/16 

1/16 

- 

_ 

James Hillhouse 

i/U 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

John Goodrich 

l/u 

1/8 

3/16 

1/U 

1/U 

1/8 

3/16 

1/16 

Pierpont Edwards 

- 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

Jonathan Ingersol 

- 

1/8 

1/16 

1/16 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Abel Buel 

- 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

1/f^ 

Elias Shipman 

- 

1/8 

1/8 

1/8 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

James Jarvis 

Mark and Wm. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5/16 

5/16 

5/16 

9/16 

Leavenworth and 
Isaac Baldwin 

- 

- 

- 
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f33r 

1/8 1/8 
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The close relationship of James Jarvis,Samuel Broome, 
and the firm of Broome and Platt, is numismatically important 
because * 


1. James Jarvis A became a partner in the "Company for 

o^i yt.nil 

poppers" and also obtained the franchise to 


isCoining 

coin Federal coppers known as Fugio coppers. 

2. Samuel Broome was the owner of the real estate, in 
New Haven, on which both the mint for coining Connecticut 


3. In the safe originally tru Rr-nomp and Platt -S&-u_ j 


the dies f 

tasrfcr: 


or 1 s omd 7 Fugio 


coppers were found is 




Samuel Broome, Jeremiah Platt and Eliphalet Brush were 
partners in the successful trading firm of Broome, Platt and 
Brush, in New York City, before moving to New Haven in the 
fall of 178U. At the time of such removal Samuel Broome 
acquired from Ralph Isaacs, the residence and improvements 


on the block of real estate in NewHaven bounded by what is 
now Mater Streep, Hamilton Street,, Worcester Street and Franklin 


Street.^ When Eliphalet Brush withdrew from the partnership 


in August, 1785,the firm name was changed to Broome and Platt 


The Broome and Platir pa: 


ati? partnership. was dd 


18, 1786 




Samuel Broome continue 



p. was dissolved on November. 


£u<r 


Phoebe Platt Broome, the wife of Samuel Broome, was the sister 

q ^ 

of Jeremiah Platt, tfesrtg’’ daughter, Amelia Broome f iffciXS&Styj 
bJi 78/ . J I 

’was narried to James Jarvis.* cut Boston A Thus, JamedJarvis 


was the son-in-law of Samuel Broome and the nephew of Jeremiah 

V Platt. 
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The close relationship of James Jarvis,Samuel Broome, 
and the firm of Broome and Platt, is numismatically important 
because 

1. James Jarvis became a partner in the "Company for 
ftb* Coining doppers" and also obtained the franchise to 
coin Federal coppers known as Fugio coppers. 

2. Samuel Broome was the owner of the real estate, in 
New Haven, on which both the mint for coining Connecticut 
coppers and the Broome and Platt store was located. 

3. In the safe originally belonging to Broome and Platt 
the dies for some Fugio coppers were found in mid-nineteenth 
century# ry 

Samuel Broome, Jeremiah Platt and Eliphalet Brush were 
partners in the successful trading firm of Broome, Platt and 
Brush, in New York City, before moving to New Haven in the 
fall of 178U. At the time of such removal Samuel Broome 
acquired from Ralph Isaacs, the residence and improvements 
on the block of real estate in NewHaven bounded by what is 
now Water Street, Hamilton Street, Worcester Street and Franklin 
Street. When Eliphalet Brush withdrew from the partnership 
in August, 1785,the firm name was changed to Broome and Platt. 
The Broome and Platt partnership was dissolved on November 
18, 1786 and Samuel Broome continued in business independently. 
Phoebe Platt Broome, the wife of Samuel Broome, was the sister 
of Jeremiah Platt. Their daughter, Amelia Broome, in 1781, 
was married to James Jarvis, in Boston. Thus, JamesJarvis 
was the son-in-law of Samuel Broome and the nephew of Jeremiah 
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to the statey On November 11,1787 3. kegs^ weighing 5U0 pounds '« 
and on 5/31/88 one keg weighing 273-3/U pounds 
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■-I- thrr^^" ir the Treasurer's office. These payments were 
at the required six months' intervals and must have been made 
about the time the missing reports were turned sent in. They 
could not have been payments for coins produced prior to June 
1, 1787 because more than twice the amount of the shortage of 
the May 18, 1787 payment was paid on November 11, 1787 alone. 
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An upheaval in the circulating value of coppers took 
place in nearby New York City during the Spring of 1787 on account 
of which the New York Assembly passed "An Act to regulate the 
Circulation of Copper Coin" on April 20, 1787^ provided that 
after August 1, 1787 all ebjchk circulating coppers must weigh 
one-third of an ounce and 20 should pass for a New York shilling. 
This was equivalent to 26-2/3 coppers A : to a Connecticut shilling 
and compared with Connecticut standard of 18 coppers to a Connecti¬ 
cut shillings "The people of New York did not wait until August 1, 
1787 to adjust to the lower value of coppers and by June 21, 1787 
it had already taken place. This information was published in the 
Connecticut Journal in New Haven ’on q2S£a§i&7 and. in the Connecticut 
Courant in Hartford on as follows: 
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The Connecticut coiners must have had this information 
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earlier as they counteracted its depreciating effect by arrang- 
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ing for an "independent" advertisement^to be placed in the 

'‘e^da’te as the New York 
was publicized^ This propaganda could not have been tnt‘ioTl 
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ecticut coppers «M, - ^ne, 1787, until the coiners could 


determine whether the public would continue to accent Connecticut 
coppers at 16^0 the shi lling. When co nfidence i ^+£”£2^' '" 
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$jib3=£«fe4Pel T p -^^»^seir^ each week from January 3, 1787 to May 
16, 1787 and tisaB: from June 6, 1787 to June 27, 1787 (JLl 
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OLD COPPER 


John Goodrich wants old Copper 

for which he will pay Cash, for 

any Quantity New Haven,January 3, 1787 
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June, 1787 as » advertisement of William Stewart in the Conn¬ 


ecticut Gazette published in New London on June 29,1787 stated 
that "He has a Parcel of Old COPPER" for sale. 



The statement in the April-/, 1789 report 
that production ceased entirely on June 1, 1787 may therefore 
have been the 
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